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RFO  LETTER 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


March  5,  195^ 
Letter  No.  602 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


Many  of  you  fellows  in  the  grain  "belt  may  want  to  cover  the 
national  grain  storage  conference  to  be  held  in  Cmaha,  Thursday,  I^rch  18. 
The  conference,  announced  today  by  Secretary  Benson,  will  review  the  storage 
situation  and  make  further  plans  for  an  attack  on  storage  problems. 

It  will  be  attended  by  administrative  officials  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  and  by  representatives  from  grain-producing  States.  These 
will  include  representatives  of  the  extension  services  of  State  agricultural 
colleges,  State  Agricultural  Stabilization  and  Conservation  Committees, 
State  departments  of  agriculture  and  markets,  farm  and  commodity  organiza- 
tions, and  warehouse,  feed  manufacture,  storage  supply  and  related  business 
and  cooperative  services. 

Facts  on  the  probable  storage  situation,  for  different  crops  and 
different  regions,  will  be  presented  at  the  conference,,    Plans  will  also  be 
made  for  cooperative  efforts,  on  a  State -by -State  basis,  to  do  everything 
necessary  to  meet  the  expected  storage  problems. 

We'll  have  word  for  you  soon  on  arrangements  for  handling  radio 
and  press  coverage  at  the  conference „    We  mailed  you  a  release  today  on 
additional  actions  by  USDA  on  the  grain  storage  front. 


Report  Suggests  Increase  in  Sheep  and  Wool  Production 


USDA  this  week  published  a  comprehensive  report  prepared  for  the 
President  by  the  USDA  Inter-agency  Wool  Study  Group.  It  shows  the  factors 
responsible  for  the  decline  in  our  domestic  wool  production  and  background 
information  for  the  steps  that  should  be  taken  to  correct  the  situation. 

It  suggests  a  moderate  increase  in  domestic  sheep  and  wool 
production  in  light  of  (l)  available  feed  resources,  (2)  our  need  for  all 
the  lamb  and  wool  we  can  produce,  and  (3)  the  desirability  of  reducing  our 
dependence  on  foreign  sources  in  time  of  emergency.    But  with  this  increase 
in  sheep  and  wool,  we  should  improve  cost  and  quality  so  they  can  compete 
for  the  consumer's  dollar  without  undue  increa,ses_  i_n  subsidies. 

L  1  B  R  A  R  V H 

CURRENT  SERIAL  REl 

★    APR  6  -  1954  v. 


I  U.  S.  DEPART  7   


A  moderate  increase  in  domestic  consumption  of  wool  is  essential 
if  we  are  to  increase  production  and  also  expand  foreign  trade  in  wool. 
Increases  in  production  will  come  3lowly,    Meanwhile,  our*  population  is 
increasing.    80  a  very  moderate  increase  in  per  capita  consumption  would 
permit  production  and  imports  to  expand  without  an  increase  in  domestic 
stocks. 

That's  from  the  report,  "Achieving  a  Sound  Domestic  Uool  Industry," 
85  pages.    Let  us  know  if  you  want  a  copy0    He  also  have  Assistant  Secretary 
Eizley's  wool  statement  "before  the  House  Committee  on  Agriculture  this  week. 
If  you're  interested  in  wool,  these  will  he  valuable. 

Mb  at  Consumption  in  U.S . 

USDA  figures  on  meat  consumption  in  1953: 

Consumption  of  red  meat  per  person  increased  to  15^  pounds  in  1953, 
the  highest  rate  since  1908.  Beef  consumption  set  a  new  record  of  76  pounds, 
hut  consumption  of  pork  was  down  to  6k  pounds,  an  11-year  low. 

The  supply  of  pork  is  being  reduced  further  in  195^ ,  before 
beginning  a  new  uptrend  this  f alio    The  supply  of  beef,  however,  will  stay 
large.    Consumption  of  all  red  meat  in  195^  promises  to  be  only  moderately 
below  the  1953  rate. 

The  Outlook  for  Hog  and  Cattle  Prices 

For  hogs:    Prospects  for  prices,  based  on  the  outlook  for  supplies, 
point  to  well  maintained  prices  until  late  summe.i,  followed  by  a  greater 
seasonal  decline  than  usual  during  the  fall8    Fall  prices  are  expected  to 
remain  favorable  to  producers „    Large  overall  declines  in  hog  prices  are  not 
likely  until  sometime  in  1955,  and  their  extent  then  will  depend  on  how  much 
farmers  expand  production  in  response  to  present  above -average  hog-corn  ratios 

For  Fed  cattle .    Prices  this  spring  and  early  summer  may  show  less 
seasonal  change  than  usual,  averaging  somewhat  above  1953  lows. 

For  cows  and  feeder  and  stocker  cattle;    Prices  have  risen  consid- 
erably since  last  fall.    They'll  probably  hold  up  well  until  early  spring, 
then  begin  a  seasonal  decline,    They  seem  likely  to  average  not  greatly 
different  this  fall  from  last  fall. 

(These  prospects  assume  average  weather  and  feed  conditions.  Con- 
tinued dryness  over  much  of  the  country  could  make  a  difference  --  adding 
to  the  number  of  cattle  slaughtered.) 

Kentucky  Publisher  to  Assist  FHA  Administrator 

Malcolm  E.  Holliday,  Jr.,  of  Jackson,  Ky„,  a  newspaper  publisher, 
this  week  became  assistant  to  the  administrator  of  the  Farmers  Home  Adminis- 
tration,   He  will  advise  the  administrator  on  policy  matters  and  will  be 
responsible  for  the  activities  of  the  service  dividions  in  the  national  office 
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Quality  Eougbage  Reduces  Dairy  Costs 

You  fellows  who  are  trying  to  help  your  dairy  farmers  cut  their 
costs  will  "be  interested  in  a  story  in  the  March  Agricultural  Situation 
for  release  Wednesday  March  10.    It's  "based  on  a  study  of  roughage  production 
and  feeding  practices  on  3^-  southern  Michigan  farms ,  soon  to  "be  published  by 
the  Michigan  Experiment  Station,  with  USDA  cooperating,  under  the  title 
"Quality  Roughage  Reduces  Dairy  Costs." 

In  Michigan,  the  cost  of  the  feed  used  to  produce  100  pounds  of 
milk  can  "be  reduced  "by  as  much  as  20  to  25  percent  "by  improving  the  quality 
of  the  roughage  fed,  and  "by  feeding  more  roughage  and  less  protein  and  grain. 
It  cost  farmers  who  produced  excellent  roughage  k6  cents  less  to  produce  100 
pounds  of  milk  than  it  did  those  whose  roughage  was  of  poor  quality.  Returns 
above  feed  costs  were  $6k  per  cow  in  favor  of  those  fed  excellent  roughage. 

The  study  "began  with  the  "barn-feeding  period  in  the  fall  of  19^9 
and  extended  over  two  years.    These  examples  are  for  Michigan,  "but  it  is 
possible  that  dairymen  in  other  parts  of  the  country  would  profit  from  grow- 
ing better  roughage  and  adjusting  their  feeding  practices  for  higher 
production. 

The  Farm  Income  Situation 

Farm  operators  in  the  U.S.  realized  a  net  income  of  12.6  billion 
dollars  in  1953 ,  according  to  preliminary  estimates.    This  was  5  percent 
less  than  they  received  in  1952  and  13  percent  lower  than  in  1951*    But  it 
was  h  percent  above  the  postwar  low  of  1950. 

The  net  income  is  gross  farm  income  less  total  expenses  of 
production.    Both  gross  income  and  total  expenses  were  down  about  k  percent 
in  1953 ,  but  in  dollars  gross  income  dropped  twice  as  much  as  production  ex- 
penses.   With  cash  costs  taking  a  larger  proportion  of  farm  income  as  a 
result  of  mechanization,  farmers'  net  income  was  only  36.5  percent  of  gross 
farm  income       the  smallest  percentage  since  1932. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  March  13 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.  The  feature  will  be  a  report  from  USDA's 
Eastern  Utilization  Research  Branch  at  Philadelphia, 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  USDA.    The  feature  will  be  an  "eavesdrop"  of  a  conversa- 
tion among  Administrator  C.  M,  Ferguson  of  the  Federal  Extension  Service  and 
three  of  the  National  k-E  Club  Achievement  Winners  --  Anne  Wade,  Ochlochnee, 
Ga.;  Bobby  Newton,  Creedmoor,  N.  C;  and  Jack  Murray,  Lakewood,  Colo. 

CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  3:30  to  3:^5  P.m. 
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Among  Ours e 1 ve  s 

■Jules  .Re  naud  is  "back  in  the  office  this  week  after  a  10-day" 
field,  trip  through  the  Midwest.    He  visited  with  k2  Extension,  College  and 
commercial  TV  folks  in  Ik  offices,,-    There's  a  general  feeling  that  more  TV 
workshops  are'  needed  to  help  "beginners  get  started.  . 

Every  person  contacted  said  he  liked  the  USDA  weekly'  TV  packages 
and  wanted  them  continued  and  expanded  to  include  more  visual  aids,  more 
Consumer  inf ormation, ,  and  more  commodity  or  regional  packages.    The  popu- 
larity of  individual  packages  seems  to  he  closely  related  to  the  regional 
interest  in  the  subject  matter.    For  instance,  the  Midwest  liked  the  ."meat- 
type  hog"  package  test.    Farther  west,  the  "wind  erosion"  package  might  he 
the  "best  liked. 


The  packages,  or  parts  of  them,  were  "being  used  in  many  different 
ways.    The  folks  at  one  station  use  a  film  of  Secretary  Benson  each  time 
they  have  a  new  USDA  policy  release.    They  run  the  film    silent  and  narrate 
the  news  story,    Another  station  didn't  use  the  wind  erosion  package  hut 
used  the  film  clip  when  the  dust  storm  story  "broke  a  couple  weeks  ago. 
In  many  cases  parts  of  a  package  were  used  hy  a  specialist  plus  his  local 
material.    For  example,  the  Christmas  tree  film  was  used  on  a  farm  woodlot 
program  hy  a  local  forester. 

Jules'  found  Barney  Arnold  at  Louisville  just  recovering  from  a 
month's  illness,.   Me  hope  Barney'  is  soon  hack  up  to  full  speed. 

Bill  MacDonald  writes  that  the  National  Pasture -Forage -Livestock 
Conference  will  he  held  March  11  in  Omaha. 

Cordially, 

Enclosures: 

US-FAO  News  Letter 
Statistical  Summary 


Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


RFO  LETTER 


.  to 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  SrOepartmerrt;of  i Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


March  12,  195^ 
Letter  No.  603 


This  is  the  time  ,of  year  when  we  have^§v|andering  trouble.  It 
isn't  so  "bad  on  those  days  when  the  'rain  gets  all  mixed  up  with  the  snow. 
But  in  "between  there's  likely  to  be  some  warm  sunny  days  that  remind  us 
that  spring  is  bearing  down.    On  those  days,  it's  hard  to  keep  the  old 
feet  under  the  typewriter.    They  go  wandering, 

They  wander  over  to  the  window  where  we  can  see  the  grass  green- 
ing and  the  buds  popping.    Then  our  mind  goes  wandering  tooc    It  wanders 
out  the  window  and  into  the  woods  and  down  to  the  creek  bank,    It  gets  to 
following  the  trout  and  the  wild  goose  and  things  —  and  it's  hard  to  get 
any  "work  done,  _  .... 

Wow,  maybe  you  have  this  kind  of  wandering  trouble,  and  it  might 
'he  we  can  help  you.    Wo,  we  can't  keep  your-  feet  from  wandering,  or  your 
mind  either.    But  if  your  conscience  is  like  ours  and  keeps  nagging  you  to 
keep  your  mind  on  your  work,  we've  figured  out  a  way  to  keep  it  quiet. 
We  do  it  like  this: 

After  all,  we  say.  good  hunting  and  fishing  mean  conservation, 
and  wildlife  conservation  is  very  much  a  part  of  soil  conservation  and  good 
land  use.    And  you  must  agree  that  soil  conservation  is  good,  no  matter 
what  you  think  about  other  things,.    So  if  you  can/t  keep  your  mind  from 
wandering . of f  into  the  woods,  at  least  you  can  be  sure  that  you  are  ponder- 
ing something  that  is  important  to  agriculture. 

Wational  Wildlife  Week  --  March  21-27  —  centers  attention  on  the 
phases  of  conservation  that  affect  wildlife,  USDA  conservationists  say  you 
can  have  wildlife  on  your  land  and  have  a  "better  farm  or  ranch  because  of  it, 

A  good  farm  should  have  plenty  of  useful  wildlife  and  a  low  number 
of  the  harmful  kinds.    It  should  have  what  the  wildlife  folks  call  a  favor- 
able biologic  balance.    A  system  of  farming  that  supports  a  family  well 
without  depleting  basic  resources  has  a  favorable  biologic  "balance. 

You  might  be  surprised  at  the  wildlife  population  living  on  well- 
managed  farms „    Studies  made  on  Ohio  farms  having  soil  conservation  plans 
in  effect  tell  the  story.    On  a  100-acre  farm  with  one-third  of  the  fence 
rows  in  woody  cover,  15  acres  in  protected  woods,  25  acres  in  good  pasture, 
and  60  acres  in  a  4-year  rotation  with  2  years  of  meadow,  the  useful  wild- 
life population  was  estimated  to  he: 
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Several  million  "beneficial  insects,  mostly  destroyers  of  other 
insects  and  some  that  help  to  pollinate  fruits  and  legumes,  . 

More  than  hOO  "beneficial  "birds,  of  kO  kinds. 

More  than  1,000  "beneficial  small  mammals,  many  of  which  are 
effective  insect  destroyers. 

D.  A.  Williams,  Administrator  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service, 
said  in  Chicago  this  week  that  the  62  pilot  projects  in  the  small  water- 
sheds program  "offer  excellent  opportunities  for  local  organizations  to  par- 
ticipate in  planning  and  carrying  out  measures  that  will  promote  more  and 
better  wildlife."    He  was  speaking  to  the  North  American  Wildlife  Conference. 

"If  you  live  in  or  near  one  of  these  watersheds  and  have  some 
constructive  ideas  about  how  to  better  integrate  wildlife  conservation  with 
soil  conservation  and  flood  prevention,  you  should  offer  your  advice  and 
services  to  the  local  sponsoring  agency." 

Vegetable  Guides  Available 

The  195V  acreage  and  marketing  guides  for  summer  and  fall  vege- 
tables are  available  if  you  want  a  copy.     The  Department  acreage  recommenda- 
tions are  set  up  to  provide  --  with  average  yields  --  an  adequate  volume 
of  marketings  to  meet  all  requirements. 

They  are  especially  important  to  potato  growers.    The  Department 
suggests  an  acreage  of  late  crop  white  potatoes  which  --  with  average 
yields  --  would  provide  a  crop  6  percent  below  1953.    It  is  the  general 
policy  of  the  Department  to  limit  surplus  removal  assistance  to  those 
commodities  and  areas  where  there  lias  been  substantial  compliance  with  the 
acreage  and  marketing  guides, 

U.  S.  Specialist  to  Philippines 

Dr.  Charles  U,  Duckworth,  former  head  of  the  Sta.te  of  California 
Department  of  Agriculture,  left  yesterday  for  Manila  to  assist  agricultural 
specialists  of  the  Philippine  Government  in  combatting  a  current  outbreak 
of  foot-and-mouth  disease.    He  is  being  sent  to  the  Philippines  by  the 
Foreign  Operations  Administration  as  part  of  its  technical  cooperation  program 

The  Philippine  Government  asked  for  FOA  help  in  fighting  the 
disease  about  two  weeks  ago  when  some  12,000  carabao  (water  buffalo)  in  four 
provinces  of  central  Luzon  were  reported  to  be.  infected.    Dr.  Duckworth 
recently  served  as  special  assistant  to  Secretary  Benson,  to  work  with  the 
United  States -Mexican  Commission    on  foot-and-mouth  disease.    He  has  also 
been  a  member  of  the  Secretary's  Advisory  Committee  on  foot-and-mouth  disease 
and  has  worked  as  a  consultant  to  several  European  and  Near  Eastern  countries. 


-  3  - 


Secretary  to  Dedicate  Research  Facilities  at  Orlando 

Secretary  Benson  goes  to  Orlando,  Flac ,  next  Saturday  (March  20) 
to  participate  in  the  dedication  of  USDA's  new  citrus  research  laboratory 
and  new  facilities  of  the  USDA  entomology  research  laboratory.    Both  research 
stations  have  "been  located  at  Orlando  for  many  years,  hut  the  entomologists 
are  moving  into  new  quarters,  and  the  citrus  folks  are  moving  into  a  new 
laboratory  on  a  site  donated  "by  the  City  of  Orlando, 

The  citrus  station  carries  on  both  fundamental  and  applied  research 
on  disease  and  insect  pests,  mineral  nutrition  of  the  trees,  rootstoclc 
testing,  and  the  breeding  of  new,  improved  citrus  varieties.    Research  on 
fruit  quality,  packing  house  procedures,  transportation,  and  cold  storage 
problems  is  also  carried  on  there. 

The  entomology  laboratory  does  research  on  insects  affecting  man. 

h-E  Club  Foundation  Is sues  Annual  Rep ort 

The  National  k-E  Club  Foundation  this  week  published  its  first 
printed  annual  report,,    The  l6~page  booklet  carries  short  reports  on  the 
various  activities  of  the  Foundation,  including  the  IFYE  program,  the 
National  k-E  Club  Center,  a  research  and  training  project  in  Human  Develop- 
ment -  Human  Relations,  and  efforts  to  support  Extension's  Young    Man  and 
Women's  work. 

The  report  points  out  that  a  record  number  of  exchangees  came  to 
the  U.S.  last  year  under  IFYE.    For  the  first  time  they  exceeded  the  number 
of  outboimd  delegates a    A  total  of  135  exchangees  from  3^  countries  visited 
kl  states  and  three  territories,  while  117  U.S.  delegates  from  hk  states 
and  territories  visited  37  countries.    Write  us  if  you  want  a  copy  of  this 
report. 

Planning  Begins  for  1955  AC? 

Planning  for  the  1955  Agricultural  Conservation  Program  is  getting 
underway.    First  there  will  be  a  series  of  area  meetings,  to  be  followed  by 
state  and  county  meetings.     Opinions  will  be  obtained  from  all  agencies 
affected       including  the  Soil  Conservation  Service,  Extension,  Forest 
Service,  and  Farmers  Home  Administration.    Commodity  Stabilization  and  Con- 
servation Committees  will  take  the  initiative  in  calling  the  meetings. 

Recommendations  from  the  counties  will  funnel  into  the  state 
offices.    Then  recoicmendations  from  the  states  will  be  sent  to  Washington  -- 
by  the  April  30  deadline. 

Mac lay  to  Head  Utilization  Work  at  Peoria 

W.  Dayton  Maclay  will  head  USDA's  farm-product  utilization  research 
at  the  northern  Utilization  Research  Branch,  Peoria,  111.    Ee  has  been  for 
the  last  6  years  head  of  the  Field  Crop  Utilization  Section  at  the  Western 
Utilization  Research  Branch,  Albany,  Calif.    He  succeeds  Dr.  Reid  T.  Milner, 
who  resigned  to  join  the  University  of  Illinois. 
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Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  March  20 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m,  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington,,    Nationwide  roundup  of  P.FD  reports  on 
uses  "being  made  of  diverted  acres. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  USDA.     The  feature  will  "be  "Defending  Against  Mosquitoes" 
with  Sam  Reck,  New  Jersey  Extension  Editor,  and  guests. 


CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney 


Saturday  3:30  "t°  3:^5  P.m« 


Cordially, 


( 


\ 


Hen  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Eadio  and  Television  Service 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  pf  Agricultu 

■ 

L    APR  6- 1954  £ 


March  19,  195-+ 
Letter  Noa  60h 


Daar  Farm  Director* 

The  report  of  prospective  p."  ant inn: .  issued  today,  shows  that  s 
relatively  large  total  spring-  planter  acreage  is  in  prospect.    Major  shifts 
were  indicated  for  certain  crops,  bu-.  plans  are  much  more  uncertain  than 
usual.    Individual  farm  allotments  for  corn  and  in  many  cases  for  cotton 
were  not  known  when  farmers  filled  out  their  intentions  reports  about  March  1. 

For  the  16  crops  covered  in  the  report,  a  total  of  282-^  million 
acres  is  indicated,  over  11  million  more  than  were  planted  in  1953. 

For  corn,  the  intended  acreage  is  81,037,000  acres  —  the  smallest 
acreage  in  the  26  years  for  which  data  are  available  hut  only  f our-tenths 
of  one  percent  less  than  the  1953  acreage.    Decreases  are  expected  generally 
in  the  "commercial  corn"  areas  which  are  under  allotments,  hut  increases 
are  expected  in  other  areas. 

For  wheat,  prospects  are  for  1,^90,000  acres  of  durham  and  15,167,000 
acres  of  other  spring  wheat  plus  the  46,575,oco  acres  of  winter  wheat, 
totaling  63,232,000  acres.    That's  only  2  percent  ahove  the  national  allot- 
ment of  62  million  acres.    Growers  are  holding  close  to  wheat  acreage 
allotments 0    The  extent  of  winter  wheat  acreage  to  he  abandoned  is  a  major 
uncertainty.    Spring  wheat  acreage,  including  durham,  would  be  reduced  by 
5^  million  acres* 

For  soybeans  planted  alone  for  all  purposes,  acreage  would  be  18.1 
million  »-  a  record  and  12  percent  above  the  previous  high  of  l6»l  million 
acres  planted  in  1953.    If  these  intentions  materialize,  if  the  same  propor- 
tion of  the  total  acreage  is  harvested  for  beans  as  in  the  last  three  years, 
and  if  yields  are  average  --  production  of  beans  would  be  about  3^0  million 
bushels.    That  would  eclipse  the  current  record  production  of  299  million 
bushels  in  195°«    The  main  factors  contributing  to  the  intended  soybean  in- 
creases are  the  diversion  of  land  from  wheat,  corn  and  cotton  because  of 
acreage  controls,  and  the  currently  favorable  soybean  prices. 

For  other  crops,  a  reduction  of  over  a  tenth  is  indicated  for  potato 
acreage.    Changes  were  small  for  sweet  potatoes,  peanuts  and  tobacco.  There 
were  increases  for  most  other  commodities.    The  acreage  of  barley  for  all 
purposes  is  indicated  at  14.1  million  acres  —  which  would  be  the  largest 
since  ISfak  and  h'J  percent  above  19^3.    Cotton  acreage  is  not  reported  at  this 
time. 
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(FOR  RELEASE  WEDNESDAY  P.M. ,  MARCH  2k) 

New  Weather  Forecasts  to  Put  Main  Dependence  on  Radio 

The  talks  that  U.S.  Weather  Bureau  folks  have  "been  having  with 
RFD's,  TFD's,  and  others  around  the  country  will  soon  he  paying  off  with  a 
tetter  forecasting  service  for  farmers. 

The  Weather  Bureau  announces  that  a  new  agricultural  weather  fore- 
cast program  will  "begin  over  most  of  the  country  on  April  1,  for  this  year's 
crop-growing  season.    It  is  designed  to  deliver  weather  information  to  farm 
homes  earlier  in  the  day  than  has  "been  possihle  up  to  now.    Main  dependence 
will  "be  placed  on  radio  "broadcasts  during  the  breakfast  hours  of  6  to  8  a.m. 

During  the  coming  season  the  weather  forecasts  for  farmers  will 
give  more  information  than  in  previous  years.    The  Bureau  said  that  surveys 
have  disclosed  that  additional  information  on  winds,  drying  conditions  and 
sky  cover  is  of  great  value  to  agriculture.    Also,  the  early  morning  "bulletin 
will  contain  the  agricultural  weather  outlook  for  the  third  day  ahead.  For 
most  areas  these  outlooks  heretofore  have  not  "been  available  until  noon. 

This  year's  farm  weather  program  was  planned  "by  the  Weather  Bureau 
after  consultation  with  USDA,  state  agricultural  colleges,  and  private 
industry  --  including  RFD's  and  TFD's.    Many  of  you  know  Jim  Beall  of  the 
Weather  Bureau,  who  has  been  a  sparkplug  in  this.    He  visited  many  of  you 
in  your  own  haunts,  and  also  attended  the  NATRFD  convention  in  Chicago  last 
fall. 

As  a  result  of  those  conversations  and  others,  Weather  Bureau 
offices  throughout  the  country  will  work  closely  with  agricultural  county 
agents  and  other  farm  technicians  so  that  weather  problems  peculiar  to 
local  crop  production  can  receive  more  attention  by  the  weather  specialists. 

(PLEASE  OBSERVE  RELEASE  DATS  WEDNESDAY  P.Ma>  MARCH  2h) 

Farrington  Becomes  Solicitor;  Scott  Named  Director  of  Credit  Services 

Secretary  Benson  this  week  announced  the  appointment  of  R.  L0 
Farrington,  Director  of  Agricultural  Credit  Services,  as  Solicitor  of  the 
Department.    He  succeeds  Karl  D.  Loos,  who  is  resigning  because  of  the 
necessity  of  returning  to  his  law  practice  here. 

Kenneth  L.  Scott,  Deputy  Director  of  the  Production  Credit  Service 
of  the  Farm  Credit  Administration,  succeeds  Mr.  Farrington  as  Director  of 
Agricultural  Credit  Services. 

Walter  Berger  is  New  Associate  Administrator  of  CSS 

Walter  C.  Berger  this  week  became  Associate  Administrator  of  the 
Commodity  Stabilization  Service.    He  will  share  with  Administrator  James  A. 
McConnell "the  responsibility  for  directing  the  price  support,  commodity,  and 
production  adjustment  activities  of  CSS.    Mr.  Berger  is  a  native  of  Jones 
County,  Iowa,    He's  a  former  president  of  the  American  Feed  Manufacturers 
Ass'n  and  most  recently  has  been  Vice  President  of  the  Shea  Chemical  Corp., 
Baltimore. 


Pilot  Disposal  Operation  Planned- for  Dairy  Products 


Watch  for  new  developments.'  in  the  dairy  picture.    Secretary  Benson 
said  at.  his  news  conference  Monday  that  the  time  is  approaching  when  some 
pilot  operations  on  the  disposal  of  surplus  dairy  products  can  "be  announced. 
He  said;     "We  think  that  "by  April  first  we  will  he  ready  to  announce  not  only 
the  details  of  a  promotional  program  hut  also  the  location  of  a  pilot  opera- 
tion on  disposal. 

"It  is  not  an  easy  thing  to  move  great  quantities  into  trade  when 
your  current  quantities  are  exceeding  your  current  consumption,    We  will  get 
some  increase  (in  consumption)  "by  lowering  the  price.    We  don't  know  exactly 
how  much.    We  are  having  some  studies  made  on  that,  and  the  reason  for  con- 
ducting our  pilot  operations  is  to  feel  our  way  for  a  later  program." 

The  Secretary  said  there  is  a  great  opportunity  --  through  "better 
merchandising,  promotion  and  selling  --  to  increase  consumption  of  dairy 
products,  especially  fluid  milk.     "We  "believe  that  the  merchandising  efforts 
of  the  country  should  he  focused  on  this  prohlem.    We  have  reason  to  helieve 
that  the  trade,  not  only  producers  and  producers  organizations,  hut  the 
retailers,  consumers,  and  distributors, 'will  he  very  much  interested  in 
Joining  up  in  that  program." 

As  you  know,  the  lower  dairy  support  prices  announced  recently  will 
he come  effective  on  April  1, 

Fact  Book  on  Bugs  Mailed  to  You 

You  will  receive  within  a  few  days  a  copy  of  the  so-called  FACT 
BOOK  sent  to  each  of  you  hy  the  profession  of  entomology.    This  was  pre- 
pared "by  the  profession  of  entomology  to  enahle  you  to  tell  your  readers 
why  insects  are  important  to  them  and  why  insects  will  "become  even  more 
important  in  the  future  to  our  economy.    Much  of  the  information  contained 
in  this  never  has  "been  availahle  outside  the  profession  "before. 

We  have  one  new  piece  of  information  we  can  add  to  the  tremendous 
mass  of  entomological  data  contained  in  this  FACT  BOOK  --it  has  heen 
estimated  within  the  past  few  weeks  that  at  least  100  million  acres  of  U.  S. 
soils  are  presently  devoted  to  feeding  insect  populations.    This,  of  course, 
cannot  continue  if  we  expect  to  feed  our  future  generations  as  well  as  we 
ourselves  eat  today.    We  hope  this  source  hook  of  entomological  information 
will  he  of  service  to  you. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  March  27 

3SQBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    Second  in  the  series  on  "New  Uses  for 
Farm  Products"  —  highlights  of  the  work  of  USDA's  Western  Utilization  Re- 
search Branch,  Albany,  California. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  USDA,    A  feature  on  the  overseas  trade  missions  "being 
planned  hy  USDA,  with  Ass't  Secretary  John  E.  Davis. 


CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m. 
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Commercial  Hatchings  Bunning  Well  Above  1953 

Commercial  hatchery  production  continues  well  above  last  year.  In 
January  and  February,  commercial  hatcheries  produced  329,263,000  chicks  -- 
an  increase  of  11  percent  over  last  year..    The  March  hatch  should  also  he 
relatively  large,  since  the  number  of  eggs  in  incubators  on  March  1  was  10 
percent  above  a  year  ago. 

The  number  of  chicks  produced  in  January -Febryary  for  flock 
replacement,  was  up  18  percent  over  last  year.    It  has  been  expected  that 
farmers  would  raise  more  pullets  for  laying  flock  replacement  than  last 
year,  since  present  returns  from  egg  production  are  favorable,  especially 
in  comparison  with  many  alternatives. 

But  hatchings  for  broiler  production  have  also  been  ahead  of  last 
year,  despite  the  slump  in  broiler  prices.    Hatchings  of  broiler  chicles  in 
January  and  February  (as  indicated  by  placements  in  the  important  broiler 
areas)  were  up  7  percent  from  last  year.    The  slump  in  broiler  prices  began 
in  November  in  some  areas,  and  spread  all  over  the  country  by  December. 
Early  March  prices  had  risen  several  cents  above  the  extreme  December  lows, 
but  were  still  considerably  below  1953. 

Turkey  hatchings  are  also  at  a  very  high  rate,  much  above  farmers' 
January  intentions  --  which  were  to  raise  6  percent  more  heavy  breed  turkeys 
than  last  year,  and  9  percent  more  light  breed  turkeys.    Commercial  production 
of  heavy  breed  poults  during  the  two  months  totaled  4,383,000  --an  increase 
of  19  percent  over  the  year  before.     The  number  of  light  breed  turkeys 
totaled  3,515,000  —  an  increase  of  62  percent. 

These  figures  --  for  commercial  hatchings  and  for  two  months  only 
represent  only  a  small  share  of  the  season's  turkey  crop.    Nevertheless,  it 
is  likely  that  the  total  output  will  exceed  the  record  1952  crop  of  60.7 
million  birds.    About  6  percent  of  that  crop  was  sold  to  the  Government  in 
a  surplus  removal  operation.    The  1953  crop  was  down  to  55.7  million  birds, 
and  farmers'  experience  with  that  crop  was  generally  favorable. 

$20  Million  Worth  of  Wheat  Sold  to  Spain 

Secretary  Benson  announced  this  week  that  the  CCC  will  sell  $20 
million  worth  of  wheat  from  its  stocks  to  the  Spanish  Government.    The  sale 
will  dispose  of  a  quantity  of  surplus  grain  and  at  the  same  time  assist  in 
the  construction  of  U.  S.  military  facilities  in  Spain. 

The  wheat  will  be  sold  for  Spanish  currency.     The  CCC  will  be 
credited  for  the  amount  of  the  wheat  sold.     The  Def ens e ' Department  will  pur- 
chase the  Spanish  currency  from  the  U.S.  Treasury,  and  will  use  it  to  help 
defray  local  costs  of  military  construction  in  Spain,  although  other  U.S. 
Government  agencies  may  use  such  currency  as  need  may  occur  for  expenditures 
in  Spain. 

Enclosures . . . 

Among  our  enclosures  are  two  dairy  statements  that  are  quite  timely. 
One  is  a  dairy  price  support  summary  with  background  on  the  current  situation. 
The  other  is  an  opinion  by  the  Solicitor  as  to  the  levels  of  price  support 
legally  permissible  for  dairy  products. 
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Omaha  Meeting  Attacks  Storage  Job 

The  task  of  handling  the  "biggest  storage  job  in  our  history  was 
given  a  thorough  going  over  at  Omaha  this  "week  (Thursday,  March  18)  and 
the  stage  was  set  for  "both  action  and  educational  efforts  to  meet  the  prob- 
lem.   Between  30C  and  ^00  officials  from  the  grain,  storage,  and  manufactur- 
ing trades,  the  ISDA  and  land-grant  colleges,  and  farm  organizations 
attended.    Coverage  of  the  conference  "by  radio  and  TV  folks  in  the  areas 
concerned  was  very  good. 

Facts  "brought  out  at  the  conference  indicate  that,  on  the  "basis  of 
average  expectancy,  the.  supplies  of  feed  and  food' grains,  and  oilseeds 
(crops  for  which  adequate  storage  must  "be  found)  may  "be  from  300  to  5°0 
million  "bushels  larger  than  the  total  of  a  year  ago.    And  in  spite  of  all 
efforts  to  fill  the  gap  "between  available  facilities  and  anticipated  needs, 
there  may  "be  a  storage  shortage  of  around  1^0  to  250  million  "bushels. 

Secretary  Benson,  speaking  to  the  conference  via  telephone  from 
Washington,  set  the  "broad  outline  of  the  storage  job  as  being  one  "to  make 
certain  that  we  have  ample  storage  space  of  the  right  kind,  at  the  right 
place,  and  at  the  right  time."    The  Secretary  also  stressed  the  value  to 
farmers  of  providing  themselves  with  adequate  storage  on  their  farms  —  one 
of  the  cardinal  needs  for  meeting  the  situation. 

Assistant  Secretary  Ross  Rizley,  who  presided  over  the  conference, 
outlined  Government  programs  that  will  help  finance  farm  storage,  and  other 
government  efforts  to  meet  the  storage  emergency.    He  pointed  out  that  while 
CCO  has  responsibility  to  find  storage  space  for  the  grain  it  acquires, 
farmers  and  commercial  and  cooperative  grain  handlers  likewise  have  the 
responsibility  to  anticipate  their  storage  needs  for  195^  if  loan  programs 
are  to  function  effectively. 

J.  A,  McConnell,  Administrator,  Commodity  Stabilization  Service, 
informed  the  conference  that  CCC  would  buy  up  to  100,000,000  bushels  of 
additional  bin  capacity  to  help  meet  storage  requirements.    He  also  asked 
Chairmen  of  the  State  Agricultural  and  Conservation  Committees  to  head  up 
State  grain  storage  committees  which  would  sparkplug  broad  educational 
efforts  to  inform  all  concerned  of  the  storage  need  and  how  they  can  help. 
This  will  call  for  active  cooperation  from  the  farm  radio,  television  and 
press.    To  give  you  some  ammunition,  we  will  soon  have  final  copies  of  an 
information  handbook  for  you. 

Among  Ourselves. , . 

Al  Fox,  Associate  RFD  at  WBEN  Buffalo,  got  good  help  from  the 
Cornell  radio  folks  recently,  when  he  was  literally  "snowed  under,"  Here's 
part  of  his  letter  to  Ted  Richards: 

"I  can't  begin  to  tell  you  how  happy  I  was  today  to  have  had  the 
Cornell  Farm  and  Home  Week  tape  on  hand.    I  was  snowed-in  at  my  farm  home 
in  North  Boston,  and  just  could  not  get  to  the  studio  this  morning.  Your 
tape  saved  the  day.    I  did  a  portion  of  the  show  by  telephone,  and  included 
the  tape  to  fill  the  half  hour.    Otherwise,  I'm  sure  we  wouldn't  have  had  a 
show  today. 
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"I  got  in  here  about  kilj  p.m.,  after  shoveling  my  way  out  of  an 
8-foot  high,  1^0  foot  long  drift," 

Ve  were  glad  this  week  to  receive  the  official  dates  of  the  Spring 
Meeting  of  NATEFD       June  3  and  k  at  Omaha.    Hotel  Fontenelle  will  he  Conven- 
tion Headquarters,    The  letter  from  Mai  Hansen  and  Arnold  Peterson  also 
points  out  that  the  National  Sales  Clinic  of  NATRFD  is  listed  for  Chicago, 
June  1. 

Northeastern  RFD's  will  he  attending  the  annual  regional  NATRFD 
and  AAACE  professional  improvement  meeting  at  Baltimore  Sunday  through 
Wednesday,  March  28-31.    Sam  Reck  of  New  Jersey  has  "been  working  on  the  pro- 
gram and  heating  the  drums  for  some  time,  and  we're  looking  forward  to 
getting  together  with  the  folks  over  there. 

Things  are  "beginning  to  shape  up  for  the  National  Safety  Council's 
radio  promotion  of  Farm  Safety  Week  July  25-31.    We  had  a  letter  from  Dan 
Thompson  this  week. 

Sometimes  RFD's  complain  ahout  the  slowness  with  which  additions 
and  changes  are  made  in  our  regular  mailing  lists,  and  naturally  we're  a 
little  red -faced  when  that  happens.    Unfortunately,  it's  nothing  that  we 
can  help.    We  always  get  these  changes  off  our  desks  just  as  promptly  as 
possible.    Then  they  go  to  another  unit  in  the  Department  where  the  mechanics 
of  making  new  address  plates,  inserting  them  into  the  proper  lists,  etc., 
sometimes  require  several  weeks. 

We're  doing  our  best  to  get  this  speeded  up.    Meanwhile,  we  Just 
wanted  to  assure  you  that,  when  there's  a  delay  on  a  mailing  list  change, 
it's  not  because  you've  been  forgotten  or  that  we're  not  interested  in  giv- 
ing you  prompt  and  accurate  service. 

We  just  got  word  from  Al  Bauer  that  he  is  leaving  KPOJ  Portland, 
Ore.,  for  KSLM  at  Salem  in  the  Willamette  Valleyc    He'll  be  doing  two  daily 
farm  shows  there.    Al  also  reports  that,  in  a  matter  of  months,  KSLM- TV  will 
be  on  the  air,  and  it  will  carry  a  farm  show.    Best  of  luck,  Al,  in  the  new 
spoti 


Enclosures : 

Dairy  Price  Support  Summary 
Solicitor's  Opinion  as  to 

Dairy  Supports 
Garden  Facts 


Cordially, 


C 


Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


5.  DEPARTMENT  OF 


March  26,  195^ 
Letter  No,  605 


Assistant  Secretary  John  E,  Davis  held  a  news  conference  Wednesday 
to  announce  the  three  trade  missions  that  will  "be  going  soon  to  Europe,  to 
Asia,  and  to  Latin  America,    We  mailed  you  the  announcement. 

The  missions,  which  President  Eisenhoirer  proposed  in  his  special 
agricultural  message  to  Congress  in  January,  will  explore  the  possibilities 
of  expanding  our  agricultural  trade.    Mr,  Davis  says:  .  "They'll -see  .what 
these  countries  want  in  the  way  of  commodity  quality,  how  we  can  package 
the  products  "better , „  „look  at  prices*  c  .and  see  whether  some  of  our  special- 
ties can  find  a  "bigger  market.    The  missions  will  "be  looking  for  new  and 
"better  ways  to  meet  competition.    And  they'll  be  on  the  look-out  for  road 
"blocks  to  trade  --  and  see  what  can  "be  done  to  remove  some  of  them." 

The  Assistant  Secretary  pointed  out  that  "the  value  of  this  whole 
effort  will  depend  upon  private  trade  moving  in  to  make  the  sales."  USDA 
officials  met  with  leaders  of  some  30  odd  food  and  fiber  trade  associations 
and  gave  them  the  complete  story  of  the  missions,    When  the  missions  return 
in  a  little  over  a  month  from  now,  there'll  be  a  similar  meeting  to  inform 
the  trade  about  the  missions'  findings, 

"We  hope  that  will  lay  the  ground  work  for  strong  follow-up  work 
by  private  business,    I  want  to  emphasize  that  the  key  to  the  success  of 
this  whole  effort  depends  upon  how  aggressively  private  trade  follows 
through.    And  we're  optimistic  that  they  will," 

Market  Outlook  Highlights  ... 

Prospective  livestock  slaughter  indicates  that  meat  animal  prices 
will  be  maintained  fairly  well  during  the  next  few  months. 

Prices  for  milk  have  declined  so  far  this  year  and  are  likely  to  be 
reduced  further  when  lower  supports  become  effective  April  1. 


Jferket  prices  of  eggs  in  mid-lvferch  were  below  a  year  earlier  and 
are  likely  to  continue  so  for  the  next  few  months. 


Prospects  for  limited  supplies  of  com  in  commercial  channels  will 
be  a  strengthening  influence  on  prices. 
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Demand  for  fruit  is  expected  to  hold  up  well. 

Demand  for  most  kinds  of  tobacco  is  expected  to  "be  firm  during  the 
coming  year0 

Potato  Promotion  Campaign  Planned  April  1  to  10 

Radio  and  television  --  as  well  as  newspapers,  the  distributive 
trades,  and  restaurant  associations  -~  will  "be  enlisted  in  the  all-out 
potato  promotion  program  scheduled  for  April  1  to  10,    Secretary  Benson 
announced  this  week  that  the  Department  of  Agriculture  is  joining  with 
industry  in  this  potato  sales  campaign,  and  growers  throughout  the  nation 
will  take  part. 

The  Secretary  also  announced  that  some  Section  32  assistance  will 
he  undertaken  for  the  remainder  of  the  1953  potato  crop  which  is  now  in 
storage.    Useful  outlets  are  limited,  however,  and  it  is  essential  that 
growers  and  shippers  continue  an  aggressive  marketing  program  in  disposing 
of  their  1953  crop. 

New  Standards  for  Grades  of  Butter 

The  Department  this  week  issued  new  Official  Standards  for  Grades 
of  Butter  which  replace  standards  in  effect  since  February  1,  19^3.  The 
improved  standards,  to  go  into  effect  April  1,  differ  from  the  old  standards 
principally  in  discontinuance  of  the  use  of  the  "Cooking  Grade". 

The  revised  standards  provide  the  Department  with  improved  grades 
for  use  in  its  voluntary  inspection  and  grading  service,  and  make  available 
to  the  industry  improved  grades  for  use  in  buying  and  selling  butter  on  a 
quality  basis  * 

Aid  Allocated  for  Soil-Blowing  Control  in  Kansas 

Secretary  Benson  announced  this  week  that  the  Department  has 
entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  State  of  Kansas  whereby  a  sum  of  $200 
thousand  of  Federal  funds  will  be  made  available  to  underwrite  wind  erosion 
control  work  in  dust  storm  areas  of  that  State.    Similar  assistance  is 
available  to  other  States  affected  by  dust  storms       Colorado,  New  Mexico, 
Texas,  and  Oklahoma. 

The  arrangement  with  Kansas  is  the  first  put  in  force  under  the  wind 
erosion  control  assistance  announced  March  11.    The  Department  said  then 
that  disaster  drought  relief  funds  would  be  available  on  a  reimbursable 
basis  in  areas  of  the  five  States  for  practices  that  control  wind  erosion. 
These  practices  include  listing  or  chiseling. 

Surpluses  Bartered  for  Fertilizer  to  be  Used  in  Korea 

The  Department  this  week  announced  the  barter  of  about  $1,6  million 
worth  of  Government -owned  farm  commodities  for  24,600  long  tons  (2,2k0  lbs. 
per  ton)  of  fertilizer  produced  in  Germany,  Austria,  and  Japan,  The 
fertilizer  will  be  used  by  the  Array's  Corps  of  Engineers  in  carrying  on 
civilian  rehabilitation  operations  in  South  Korea. 
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New  Film  Clip  Service  Offered  By  USDA 

The  USDA  Motion  Picture  Service  is  now  offering  a  stock  scene 
library  service  to  land-grant  colleges,  TFD'3,  and  others  interested  in 
using  agricultural  motion  picture  footage  in  the  production  of  films  and 
TV  programs e    A  list  of  about  800  available  scenes  has  been  prepared ,  and 
additional  lists,  will  be  published  as  material  is  added  to  the  library. 

You  can  get  a  copy  of  the  list  on  request  to  the  Motion  Picture 
Service,  Scenes  should  be  ordered  by  the  scene  numbers  and  descriptions, 
and  in  the  length  indicated  in  the  list.  A  check  or  money  order  made  out 
to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  must  accompany  each  order.  The 
price  schedule  is  10  cents  a  foot  for  16  mm  black-and-white  prints,  25 
cents  a  foot  for  16  mm  black-and-white  duplicating  negative,  and  25  cents 
a  foot  for  16  mm  color  nrints  (made  from  original.}  The  minimum  order  is 

$5.C0.   .      •  •  •  ;  ' 

FAQ  Group  Concludes  Meeting  on  Surpluses 

The  FAO  Working  Party  on  Disposal  of  Agricultural  Surpluses  has 
completed  its  meetings  here  after  exploring  ways  of  dealing  with  the  prob- 
lem of  farm  surpluses c    It  concluded  that  the  FAO  should  give  special 
attention  to  helping  governments  develop  suitable  means  of  surplus  disposal. 

The  long-term  solution  to  the  problem  of  farm  surpluses  lies  in 
higher  levels  'of  consumption  through  increased  incomes  and  the  increased 
demand  that  will  result  from  the  growth  of  population,  together  with  adjust- 
ments of  production  to  fit  changing  needs.    Meanwhile,  the  working  party 
concluded,  there  is  a  great  need  for  specific  action  to  dispose  of  exist- 
ing supplies  and  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  new  surpluses. 

Among  the  special  disposal  measures  considered  were:    sales  on 
special  terms,  or  grants,  in  aid  of  development;  sales  against  importers' 
currencies,  to  be  used  for  special  purposes;  sales  on  special  terms,  or 
grants,  for  special  welfare  distribution  programs  or  for  emergency  relief; 
and  holdings,  or  segregation,  of  stocks. 

Geneticist  to  Study  Cotton  Breeding  Overseas 

The  Department  has  sent  one  of  its  leading  geneticists  to  study 
cotton  breeding  programs  in  Asia,  East  Africa  and  the  Middle  East.    He  is 
Dr,  Thomas  Kerr,  geneticist  in  charge  of  work  in  this  field  at  the  Plant 
Industry  Station  at  Beltsville  and  at  USDA's  various  field  stations.  He'll 
investigate  developments  in  those  countries  in  the  interest  of  further 
advancing  the  science  of  cotton  genetics, 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  April  3 

EEC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EST, 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington,    The  feature  will  be  a  "Cross  Country 
Round -Up  on  Farmers'  Uses  of  Diverted  Acres." 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  Hews"  from  USDA.    A  feature  on  "Our  Continuing  Battle  Against 
Weeds"  with  Warren  C.  Shaw  of  the  Agricultural  Research  Service. 

CBS  Farm  Hews  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  3:30  to  3:45  pom0 


Among  Ourselves „ , . 


We  Just  received  from  Maury  White  the  program  for  the  East-North- 
Central  Regional  meeting  of  NATRFD  to  ho  held  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin 
April  23-24.    Maury  says  Jack  Jackson,  NATRFD  prexy,  will  he  there,  as  will 
Merrill  Langfitt,  the  secretary-treasurer,,    The  program  is  packed  with 
plenty  of  good  stuff,, 

The  joint  northeastern  meeting  of  MTRFD  and  AAACE  starts  Sunday  at 
Baltimore,  as  we  mentioned  in  an  earlier  Letter. 

Lowell  Watts  is  leaving  KLZ  Denver  July  1  to  take  the  position  of 
Director  of  News  and  Radio  Service  at  Colorado  A.  and  MD  College.    As  we 
understand  it,  that's  a  new  joh  just  created  at  Fort  Collins.    Best  wishes 
to  Lowell  in  the  new  assignment.'    We  just  got  a  letter  from  Lowell  reporting 
on  the  recent  Stockmen's  Tour  to  South  America;  here  it  is,  in  part:  - 

"This  tour  was  co-sponsored  hy  KLZ  and  The  Record  Stockman,  a 
western  livestock  newspaper.    We  had  35  livestock  people  on  this  tour  in 
addition  to  myself  and  Willard  Simms,  editor  of  The  Record  Stockman,  who 
went  in  the  capacity  of  tour  conductor  ....  During  our  trip,  we  had  an 
audience  with  Juan  Peron  while  we  were  in  Argentina,  visited  several 
estancias  in  Argentina  and  Uruguay,  went  to  the  agricultural  schools  of 
Brazil  and  Peru  and  toured  a  sugar  and  coffee  plantation  in  Brazil. 

"Oar  primary  purpose  in  the  tour  was  to  learn  something  ahout  the 
livestock  industry  of  South  America.    We  felt  that  our  visits  into  the 
ranching  country,  our  visits  to  some  of  the  stockyards  and  packing  houses 
and  our  talks  with  people  in  various  countries  was  a  liheral  education. 
All  in  all,  our  tour  was  a  very  satisfactory  enterprise,  and  one  which  will 
prohahly  he  sponsored  again  in  the  coming  years." 

Boh  Nance  writes  from  WOT  Cedar  Rapids,  la.:     'We're  still  getting 
considerahle  dust  in  the  air  here  from  the  southwest.    Tell  Doc  Ruhmann 
and  Texas  Jack  out  at  Luhhock  that  we're  trying  to  "basket  it  up  as  quickly 
as  possihle  and  get  it  hack  to  'em."    You  "better  keep  that  good  Texas  dirt, 
Boh,  and  find  out  how  they  grow  things  so  "big  in  Texas.    All  you  need  to 
do  is  add  water.  '  ' 

We  enjoyed  a  good  visit  the  other  day  with  Jim  Chapman,  WRFD, 
Worthington,  and  George  Zeis,  WHKC,  Columbus,    They  were  in  town  with  a 
Farm  Bureau  group  from  Ohio. 


Enclosures : 
Cleanup  Week 

Vegetable  Guide  for  195^ 
Outlook  Digest 


Cordially, 

Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


